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REGIONAL NURSING POSTS 
Statement by Member for North West Central 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [12.57 pm]: On a night in early September, Olive Gibson lay on the 
bitumen of a car park in rural Western Australia, the 75-year-old dying of a heart attack. She was just metres from 
the entrance to her local nursing post in Yalgoo, almost 600 kilometres north east of Perth. It would be four hours 
before emergency services would be available. That is what happens when local communities are left without 
essential emergency health services, and Yalgoo, Cue and Mt Magnet have been without their local nursing posts 
for weeks at a time on numerous occasions. People die when governments do not put funding into adequately 
resourcing the local emergency services. 
Olive Gibson only had to be taken three minutes up the road by her family to a nursing post, but it had closed 
hours previously and staff were unable to be reached. There should never be a time when people are dying in the 
car park of a regional nursing post because it is closed or staff are not available. The government policy of staffing 
regional nursing posts with only one nurse has to change. This government has to do to regional nursing post 
staffing arrangements as we did with regional police staffing. There need to be a minimum of two nursing staff so 
that the community is not left without emergency support and does not have to face the fatal reality that emergency 
care will be hours away. Nursing staff also need the professional support of other staff so that they can do their job 
better and continue to improve their skills. No-one is blaming the nurses. 
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